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With respect

As I write this, we are experiencing try-
ing and uncertain times due to the rapid 
spread of Covid-19. We should be look-
ing forward with great anticipation to the 
opening of our golf season and the excite-
ment of welcoming back our snowbirds. 
Instead, we face unsettling news that all 
who are returning from abroad (includ-
ing the United States) must self-isolate 
for fourteen days upon arriving home. 
Also, we must all practice physical dis-
tancing and accept the fact of closed ac-
tivity venues to help stop the spread of 
the virus. I know we will all agree that 
there are more important things at stake 
now than golf. We should realize that we 

are not “stuck” in our homes. Instead, we 
are safe in our homes. Soon, all should 
return to normal if we follow the recom-
mendations of our health professionals. 
The golf course will be ready and waiting 
to welcome us when it is safe to do so. 

Meanwhile, we have been working hard 
behind the scenes in preparation for the 
season. Plans were underway for a wel-
come back social event, but understand-
ably, those plans are currently on hold.   
Please know that Chris, Paul, Tracy and 
your Members Association Executive are 
working in your best interest to ready the 
Highlands for the season-opening. {...}

Anne Hutchinson
Members Association President

Covid-19 Has Altered The Global Landscape
With the publishing of this newsletter, the Ontario Government has mandated the closure of all 

non-essential services. Hopefully, Calabogie Highlands Golf Resort may open soon.

<<<<<   Per COVID-19 updates, article dates & times are subject to change   >>>>> 
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For Your Game

May 12th 

Nine & Dine followed by a Q & A “WHS Presentation         

Indeed, a round of golf in the great out-
doors can provide us with fresh air, sun-
shine and some much-needed mental 
well-being. We can issue rain-checks for 
the friendly handshakes and the welcome 
back hugs!

You received a sneak peek at the new 
scorecard in the Winter Newsletter, some-
thing we will all study in preparation for 
the opening of the New/Old course. Your 
Club Captain, Susan Veale, is ready for 
your questions regarding the new handi-
cap system. We hoped to have a represen-
tative from Golf Canada at the Highlands 
on Tuesday, May 12th, however, this 
event is cancelled. This evening was also 
to be the season kick-off for the Tuesday 
evening Nine and Dine, under the direc-

tion of Larry Beaton, and depending on 
how the coming weeks unfold, that may 
or may not happen. We will keep you in-
formed.

I am happy to announce that the Monday 
Evening Ladies League has a new coor-
dinator! Diane Postma has stepped up to 
take on this responsibility and brings en-
thusiasm and confidence to the position. 
Thank you, Diane!

It appears very doubtful now that the 
AGM will take place as scheduled on 
April 28th but we will advise you on this 
as the date draws nearer. We can consider 
a mid-season or fall AGM instead.

The scheduled 
opening dates for 

the various leagues 
are under review. 

All postponed 
events will happen 

on another day.

Until the course 
opens, stay home, 
stay well and wash 

your hands.

CLUB CAPTAIN
~ Susan Veale

So how many golf videos have you 
watched while you are practicing self-iso-
lation and physical distancing?   You will 
now have the time to clean your clubs and 
wash your pull carts to get ready to walk 
the course in a few weeks. Let’s hope 
that is the case. Although playing golf is 
a good way to get exercise and fresh air, 
the game has the potential to share certain 
risks.

I have been busy working with Chris, 
Paul, and David with all the various com-
ponents needed for the new layout.  You 
had a peek at the new scorecard, and it’s 
full of information for both courses laid 
out in a larger print, easy to navigate for-
mat.  New hole signage is in the works 
and the permits are in place for our new 

Bunker Bistro. Now we just need Mother 
Nature to cooperate to let the fairways 
dry, the new greens to fill in, and life to 
resume.

In the next week, you will receive by 
email, a “Quick and Easy Guide” to the 
new World Handicap System. Please 
read it through, and on May 12th, we had 
scheduled a Golf Canada representative to 
come and answer any of your questions, 
however, due to COVID-19, this event 
has been cancelled.  We are working on a 
plan “B” and will keep you posted. 

For those who paid their membership 
fees, your Golf Canada membership is 
renewed. For a fair play of games on 
Wednesday or Thursday leagues and 
some Mixed Events, you need a handi-
cap. {...}

Check 
eMail For 

Your Quick 
& Easy 

WHS Guide



 EXECUTIVE CONNECTIONS // April 2020

For Your Game
Handicap Notice 

Non-club members will need handicaps to compete                                
in certain league play days.          

If you are NOT a club member, to   ac-
quire a handicap, you are required to 
pay your Golf Canada fee of $37.50 
+ tax to the club before starting play.

Once we receive the necessary health 
clearances to return to our regular ac-
tivities,  I know this year’s golf season 
is going to be great.  

Tournaments this year that Calabogie 
is hosting include the Women’s Reg-
ular Intersectional on Sunday, July 
12th.  Both the Men and the Wom-
en will have their fun-day Member/
Guests in July, and the Women’s 
Charity Invitational on Monday, Au-
gust 17th.  Our Club Championship 
days are Wednesday, August 26th and 
Thursday, August 27th. 

As Club Captain, I say thank you to 
all the executives for their dedicated 
time and to Dave Abraham for his 
creative newsletters and other publi-
cation work that keeps us informed.
 

Stay well, and I am looking forward 
to seeing everyone soon!

Thursday Women’s League 
President  ~  Anne Hutchinson

We are all anxious to return to our nor-
mal lifestyle and activities as we endure 
the current restrictions placed upon us 
by Covid-19. While we are confined to 
our homes and watch for the first signs 
of spring, we need to remember that this 
too shall pass, and we will emerge on the 
other side healthily and much stronger.

There is much to look forward to when we 
meet at the Highlands. The Executive is 
looking forward to providing an exciting 
season for all. There will be some chang-
es, a new World Handicap System, new 

Ryder Cup teams, a new prize structure 
and a couple of fresh faces on the leader-
ship team.

We are pleased to welcome Barb Provost 
onboard as Assistant Captain this year. 
She will give Sue Lanthier some well-de-
served assistance. Also, Gill Wilson will 
be looking after our funds as treasurer.

Returning to the executive table are Les-
lie Coates as VP, Sue Lanthier as Captain, 
Susan Lomas as Secretary, and myself to 
complete my term as President. {...}               

Welcome
Barb

& 
Gill
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To say the new Handicap System will 
present some challenges is an under-
statement. Club Captain Susan Veale 
and League Captain Sue Lanthier will 
be working hard to guide us through the 
changes. On a lighter note, I am happy to 
see my off-season training has lowered 
my handicap by 5 points! 

The CHTWL Opening Luncheon, Gen-
eral Meeting, and optional golf game are 

scheduled for Thursday, May 7th, at 11 
am. This date is now in jeopardy. Tracy 
Fredericks, the new Clubhouse manager, 
and her staff will be providing lunch. 
New members are most welcome and en-
couraged to attend. 

I look forward to welcoming everyone to 
the 2020 season!

It is our 
mission to 
make the 

2020 season 
an enjoyable 
time for all

Poplar Tree Cleaning Hole #1

Women’s Golf
Thursday Women’s League Golf 

Season starts May 7th. Registration 10:15 am. Meeting 11:00 am. 
Lunch 12:30 pm. Optional golf after meeting.          

Thursday Women’s Captain
~ Sue Lanthier

Happy Spring, Everyone! To all our 
snowbirds who had to come home early, 
Welcome Back! I realize your early re-
turn is bittersweet, but I am so glad you 
are back safe and sound. We all appreci-
ated your diligence in following the self-
isolation recommendations.  Sending big 
virtual hugs to all of you!

I don’t know about you, but I am so look-
ing forward to golfing.  Spending so much 
time at home social distancing, I have 
cleaned my clubs, stocked up on balls, 
organized my golf bag, and shined up my 
pull cart in preparation for our season 
to begin. The schedule is ready, and our 
weekly fun and games will soon begin.  
Barb Provost is on board to help me roll 
out all the fun activities this summer. {...}

Social 
Distancing

I cleaned my 
clubs, added 
golf balls to 

my bag, 
organized my 
bag pockets 
and shined 
up my cart

I’m Ready!
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Men’s Golf

Wednesday Men’s League Golf 

Season starts May 13th. View schedule online.           

Our season kicks off on May 7th 
with Thursday league registration at 
10:15 am, our meeting at 11:00 am 
and lunch at 12:30 with the option 
to golf afterwards. Some tee times 
are reserved so you can make your 
own foursomes. Our league fee has 
remained the same as last year, $55. 
The line-up consists of some of the 
similar events like Ryder Cup (but 
with new teams), The Buz McCon-
nell Tournament and Pin Rounds, 
as well as some new games that I’m 

sure will not only challenge you but 
will promote teamwork with a few 
laughs. 

Our league mentoring program will 
continue to run, and I would like to 
invite all past mentors and anyone 
interested in becoming a mentor or 
being mentored to please send me an 
email at sue.lanthier@yahoo.ca to 
indicate your interest in participating 
in this program. 

This 2020 Thursday Golf League 
season is sure to be tons of fun, and 
I can’t wait to spend time with you 
at the Highlands! Here is to a great 
season. Cheers!

Men’s President
~ Dave Luce

As another golf season approaches, 
I find myself looking forward to the 
return of green grass and the Wednes-
day Men’s League camaraderie. I 
continue to hear from members how 
much they enjoy our format and who 
look forward to playing with differ-
ent people each week.

I was away in Portugal but did not 

have the opportunity to play golf over 
the winter, so I am looking forward to 
getting tuned up early this spring. I 
hope we can resume normal activities 
in time for the golf season, but time 
will tell, and we will continue to keep 
you informed of upcoming events as 
they happen. 

A quick word about the new handi-
cap system, don’t panic, don’t over-
react, we are all playing under the 
same rules, it is just a new number 

we have to learn.

With anticipation, I look forward to 
playing the new greens and approach-
es in the original layout, nibbling at 
the new Bunker Bistro and working 
with new managers, Paul and Tracey. 
I say thank you to the Highlands for 
making this investment in the Club 
management team.

I hope the April openings take place 
so we can all meet again. 

I look                  
forward to 

playing new 
greens and 
approaches 

in the 
original                  
layout

https://calabogiehighlandsgolfresort.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Mens-2020-Schedule.pdf
mailto:sue.lanthier%40yahoo.ca?subject=
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Monday Golf

Monday Night Women’s Fun Golf 

Season starts May 25th. Registration 4:30 pm.           

Men’s Captain
~ Bob Lomas

With the snow starting to melt and 
the days getting longer, I am anxious 
to get back out on the course, and I 
am also looking forward to all of 
the course changes that will happen 
early this season.  I want to welcome 
our past Wednesday Men’s League 
members to the 2020 season and 
encourage new participants to join 
our group.  Our goal is to provide 
a fun and competitive environment 

for all interested male golfers.  Our 
Wednesday League involves a vari-
ety of competitions commencing at 
noon with a shot-gun start, followed 
by social time in the clubhouse.  A 
schedule for the year is on the web-
site.  

This year, in addition to our regular 
schedule of activities, we will be in-
troducing a Match Play tournament 
for anyone interested.  If you have 
checked your handicap recently, you 
may think your golf game improved 

over the winter.  We will see come 
May, but I expect it is just changing 
to the handicap system - more infor-
mation to come.

I look forward to renewing old 
friendships and making new ones 
beginning with our Men’s League 
Opening on May 13th.  Please con-
tact anyone on the Men’s League if 
you want to know more about the 
Wednesday Men’s League.

Monday Night Women’s 
Fun Golf
Convenor ~ Diane Postma

It is with pleasure and excitement 
that I will be taking over the Monday 
Night Women’s Golf.  I am a big be-
liever in this group and have enjoyed 
playing in it for over five years.
I am looking forward to a fantastic 
summer full of surprises.

The things I have enjoyed about this 
league are:

1. NO PRESSURE
2. FUN TIME WHILE                               

LEARNING THE GAME
3. DEVELOP  NEW                                          

FRIENDSHIPS
4. ONLY 9 HOLES
5. WALKING OR CARTING
6. SWEET POTATOES FRIES
7. DRINKS 

With management, I have confirmed 
FREE golf lessons every three to four 
weeks. Also, the clubhouse will be 
open and operating for us on Mon-
day nights.  

Registration will be held on May 25th 
at the Highlands Clubhouse at 4:30 
pm, followed with food & drinks.  

Our first Monday of golf will be June 
1st at 3:30 pm. Please arrive 30 min-
utes before tee off.

This group is open to non-members 
and members, and I am looking for-
ward to welcoming everyone.

GIRLS 
JUST

WANNA
HAVE 
FUN

Highlands April Newsletter 
Publisher

Reader Comments  Welcome

https://calabogiehighlandsgolfresort.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Mens-2020-Schedule.pdf
https://calabogiehighlandsgolfresort.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Mens-2020-Schedule.pdf
https://www.mazwebdesign.com/
mailto:calpakmedia%40gmail.com?subject=March%20Newsletter%20Reader%20Comment


Social Golf

Sunday Mixed Social Golf 

First event Sunday, May 24th. Noon shotgun start.           
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Tuesday Nine and Dine
~ Sue & Larry Beaton

4:30 pm each Tuesday 
Starts May 12th

An evening of fun 
All skill levels

    Just show up and play

Social Mixed Golf President
~ Marilynn Luce

This year, the Social Mixed League will have four fun-filled events open to all 
members, spouses, guests and friends. Couples and singles welcome. If you 
are single, we will place you in a foursome. Play begins at noon with a shotgun 
start with drinks & dinner following golf.

Mixed Events Dates

Sunday May 24 Opening

Sunday June 28 Battle of 
The Sexes

Sunday July 26 Team 
Scramble

Sunday Sept 20 Closing

Committee

Marilynn Luce President

Sharon Pearce Vice-President

Marjorie Watts Secretary

Peter Winkler Treasurer

I wish to thank Dennis Fodor for his outstanding work chairing the mixed 
committee for the past two years. If you have any suggestions or changes you 
would like to see implemented this year, feel free to approach any committee 
member.



sharing a post for all my 
friends that still play golf

March Madness is cancelled, the NBA 
is shut down, the Masters is postponed, 
and my Aunt Marge’s senior bowling 
has even thrown in the towel. Now 
restaurants and bars are closed, and our 
40-handicap governor is threatening to 
shut down all entertainment facilities 
including golf courses. I have not 
tested positive, but the coronavirus is 
killing me.

There is nowhere to go and nothing to 
do. My wife suggested we take a walk, 
but I don’t walk anywhere unless I 
have a golf club in my hand and it’s 
cart path only. My kids have a restrain-
ing order on us and won’t let us come 
within 200 yards of the grandchildren. 
And we can no longer eat out, but 
when we tried to cook at home, there 
were cobwebs in the oven.

The network channels are inundated 
with coverage of the virus. The golf 
channel has been showing reruns of 
old tournaments, which are almost 
as riveting as watching my brother-
in-law’s video of his family camping 
trip to Yellowstone. And my wife is so 
desperate for something to do, she is 
even considering sex, and maybe even 
with me.

Paranoia is off the tracks. Before the 
shutdown, we were having dinner at a 
local bar. I let out a loud sneeze and 
everyone at the surrounding tables 
started yelling “check please.” My 
stock portfolio is plummeting and 
most of our cash is currently invested 
in toilet paper. I am washing my hands 
137 times a day. I don’t touch anyone. 
I don’t even touch myself. I have been 
using tongs to go to the bathroom. 
This has to stop.

Our society and economy have been 
crippled by a microscopic virus. Sci-
entists have not yet determined the ex-
act origin but have narrowed it down 
to a Chinese fish market or Rosie 
O’Donnell’s bathtub. And no one is 
sure how to prevent or cure it. In the 
past, the ways to prevent contracting 
a contagious disease were simple: 
don’t eat in restaurants with a cat on 
the menu and don’t date my college 
roommate’s sister.

I don’t consider myself to be in the 
high-risk category. I have been build-
ing up my immune system by eating 
one meal per day at MacDonald’s for 
the last 25 years. Germs just slide 
through me. My only pre-existing 
condition is an inability to launch a 
golf ball further than 180 yards. And, 
according to the CDC, symptoms of 
the coronavirus are sweats, dizziness, 
and trouble breathing, which I experi-
ence whenever I am standing over a 
3-foot putt. I can handle it.

So, I proposed to my regular foursome 
the idea of escaping from our self-im-
posed Stalag 17 and venturing outside 
for a round of golf. Everyone recog-
nized the danger and severity of the 
situation. But when faced with the de-
cision to remain sequestered with our 
wives or to risk contracting a deadly 
virus, it was a no-brainer. Every man 
opted to play golf.

Our foursome does not pose a medical 
risk to mankind. My friend, George is 
virus-free. Social distancing has not 
been a problem for him. Other than us, 
he doesn’t have any friends. Bob, my 
neighbor is a urologist who has been 
working from home for several weeks. 

He has developed a way to do remote 
prostate exams by having patients sit 
on their cell phones. And our other 
partner, Jerry tested himself with a kit 
he bought online. However, he thinks 
he may have gotten the wrong kit. It 
showed no traces of the virus but indi-
cated that he was pregnant with twins.

The federal government has estab-
lished guidelines for social engage-
ment. For example, you must stay at 
least 6 feet apart and no more than 
10 people are allowed at a gathering, 
which means Patrick Reed’s fan club 
can still meet. In addition, our four-
some drafted our own specific set of 
rules for Pandemic Golf.

Rules of Play:

·         • Hazmat suits are permitted. As 
an alternative, one can wear a college 
mascot costume or big bunny pajamas.

·         • Masks are not permitted, be-
cause we would look more like stage-
coach robbers than a foursome.

·         • Leave the flag in. And to avoid 
retrieving balls from the hole, any putt 
shorter than Lebron James is good.

·         • Ride in separate golf carts and 
don’t come closer to another player 
than a fully extended ball retriever.

·         • Don’t touch another player’s 
balls. This is always good advice.

·         • No high fives. Fortunately, we 
seldom have a reason.

{...}

~ Author: Anonymous



  • No petting the geese or the cart girl.

·         • Don’t use the spot-a-pot. More 
disease in there than in all of Wuhan 
China.

·         • No excuses. Slicing or hooking 
are not side effects of the coronavirus.

·         • Make an online bank transfer 
to pay off your bets for the day.

·         • Straddle the sprinkler on the 
18th hole before getting into the car.

These rules and restrictions adequate-
ly protected us from contamination. 
Unfortunately, there is no vaccine for 
bad golf. I had trouble gripping the 
club with oven mittens, but it was an 
enjoyable afternoon which ended way 
too soon. There were no handshakes 
on the 18th green, no beers at the bar, 
and we drove home separately.

As the pandemic plays through, it 
is giving us a glimpse into our in-
evitable future where all meals are 
delivered, all entertainment comes 
through the tv screen, and all human 

interaction is through our cell phone. 
Where schooling is online at home, 
exercise is on a stationary bike in our 
basement, medical testing is done at 
drive-thru windows, and colonosco-
pies are performed at Jiffy Lube. The 
world is changing. It is becoming 
less interpersonal as technology con-
sumes us. So now that we have time 
on our hands, everyone should take 
a moment to cherish this fading era, 
when friends still get together to hit a 
little ball around an open field for no 
good reason other than to enjoy the 
companionship of their fellow man.

Happy Easter


